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◤
Tree coverage in Germany 

§ Germany is one of 
Europe‘s most forested 
countries

§ In 2000, 35% of 
Germany was natural 
forest cover    –> 12.5 
Mha 

§ Since then to 2021, 
there was a 9,1% 
decrease in tree cover 
(not taking gain into 
account) –> 1.14 Mha 

§ 6.42 kha of this loss due 
to fires  

§ In 2020, 32% of the land 
area in Germany is 
forested –> 11.4 Mha 
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◤
Deforestation in Germany 
Reasons:

§ 2018–2020 prolonged periods of drought and 
hot spells and low water levels –> weakening 
the trees and providing favourable conditions 
for pests 

§ Air pollution

§ Large–scale clearance –> clear–cutting has 
increased since 2018 and continues 

§ Pest: dark beetle presents the greatest danger 
with large areas dying off and trees being 
removed to prevent greater loss 



◤
Forest carbon 

§ Germany‘s forests sequester 

roughly 62 million tonnes of 

carbon dioxide form the 

atmosphere each year 

§ Forest carbon stock is about 

2.6 billion tonnes in total (see 

figure)



◤



◤
Ecosystem serives of forest

§ Graphic shows enormous indirect value forest plays in daily life  

 -> comtribute to human well-being

§ Forests provide raw materials, food, chemical/medicinal 

products and (often) access to water sources 

§ Supports land against erusion

§ Self-regulating services as water and air filtration essential for 

humans and climate change



◤
International context

§ Germany's 

deforestation is 

fractional

§ Especially 

deforestation of tropical 

rain forests are a 

problem

§ Climate change causes 

more loss of forested 

 areas -> storms, 

drought, fires
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◤

Thank you for your 
attention!

If there are any questions left, you may ask 
them now.
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